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Fisheries Resource Conservation Council
Attention: Jean Guy d'Entremont, Chair
P.O. Box 200L, Station D
Ottawa, ON KIP 5W3

Fax: 613-998-1 146

Dear Mr. d'Entremont:

First of all, thank you for inviting me to attend your consultation session in Summersideo Prince
Edward Island. It is appreciatsd both by myself, rny department, and the fishing industry in our
provinoe that the FRCC will be in Prince Edward Island to listen to the fishermen's concems and
issues on hening,

Unfirftunately, I am unable to attend ths Summerside consrrltation session, as I have aprevious
commitment. I want to welcome you here and offer you my deparhnent's perspective on the
sustainabilrty of the hening stocks in the southem Gulf of St. Lawrence.

As you ate probably well &ware, the hening resorlrce along PEI's shorsline is very important to
the fishing industry in this province. PEI has over 870 commercial herring licences and another
1,300 bait licences. The spring heming resource, fished primarily by westem PEI fatl lobster
fishermen is an important bait fishery for the nrajority of over 1,000 spring lobster fishermen on
PEI. The fall fishery is also an important component. Although the prices for roe have been low
in recent years, landings have been relatively stable. The two fislreries combined amount to over
30 mlllion pounds in landings with a value of $3-4 miilion each year.

In the late 1990's, western PEI fishermen were having landings as high as 4,500 mt, but last year
they only landed 850 mt. PEI fishermen have been concetned with the spring stock for over a
decado. Together, we have both promoted the use of 'daily quotas' as a conselvation measure for
over 10 years, however thrs option has met wiflr resistance.
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We remain very concemed with concentrated effort on portions or components of the spdng
spawners. In fact' last season, the Islanddshermen proposed fiuther reductions in effori by"
instituting an exclusion zone fleax Cape Egmont to proiect some spring spawnsrs. Western pEI
fishermen have also reduced the number and size oltheir nets, reduced the nunrber of days
fished, and also excluded night-tjme activity.

I acknowledge the consorvation-minded attitudes and progressive thinking of prince Edward
Island hening fishermen. I am still very rnuch conc,emed with the continried decrease in the
biomass, with ftw signs of robuilding. We must continue to protect each component of the spring
spawllers by spreading the effort over time and space. I errcourage firrther impiementation of
protocted areas, designed by the indusfiy, to raise the probability of increasing annual
recruitment.

I am also concerned with the amount ofjuvenile hening fished last fall, as well as the high
percent of spring spawners in those catches. Both issues must be addressed. to protect and
enhance the phances for the stock to rebuild. our fishers are concerned, as **i, on the long tenn
impact that this will have on both herring stocks, but in pafticular the spring stock.

In 2005, the 25 fathorn line was reinstatecl off the north shore of Prinoe Edward Island. prince
Edward Island herring fishermen believe, as do I, this is the criticat piece in conservation ofthe
spnng and fall herring spawning stooks. This area is also closed to commercial inshore fishers in
the spring.

More recently, there were fears when it was leamed that DFO gave approvat for the use of two
mid-water trawlers in the Gulf of St, Lawrence. Thrs decision certainly caught the inshoro sector
by surprise. Given the apparent lack of transpa-rency and wide interpretation of "consultation,'by
DFo it beoomes increasingly cleater as to why flre reputation of DFO has been losing crrdibility
in the eyes of inshore fishernren, It seems very perplexing that DFO would look to biing ttris
technology to the Gulf of St. Lawrence while other jurisdictions are moving towards
environmentally sustainable fishortes. ,

Southem Gulf fishermen ate also concetned with the growing population of grey seals and their
impact itt the commercial fisheries. A recent study by DFO indicated that Grey seals consume
about 4,000 tonnes of herring and about 60 tonnes of mackerel irr the Southem Gulf annually. A
concerted effort must be made by all parties to furdrer assess and manage the grey seal
population.
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With regards to firrther soience work, rny departmerrt, along with tho Island's herring fishennen,has assisted in ssientifio research to aid ln ditermining the status of the stocks. The industrycollected acoustic data o.n individual spawning schools. They also collected indices of abundanceofjuveniles using experimenhl panedwith varying mesh sizes to capture all ago groups. In faot,my Departnent made a significant financial contri['ution to this project. However, I must exprEsscollcern with the shrinking herring soience budget. I acknowleag" rh" u, gou.*ents we mustsometimes make difficult financial decisions, but we must be 
"i"ru 

not; 
"ui 

to a point that wecan no longer colJect data that allows us to make an infonned. decision on quotas.

Industry had developed a means to collect frurds through daily overages to assist i' heningscience projects. However, due to the Laroque decision, nf,Ci AiO noiuppror,," tiris in 2007. Wemust find a way to allow progralns such as this to oontirrue .

h the mid-1980's, PEI Depafirrrent of Fisheries played an irrtegral role in making slush-ioe
insulated containers the main component irr increasing the quality and shelf lifb of herring.
9TwitU heming in slush-ice imploves roe yield and stroula bo made manaatory in the fall
fishery, but implemerrted between the buyer and the harvester. This falts i1line with the ocean-to-plate concept which DFO is promoting.

Any measure that will assist in raising the value of this fishery should be examined.

I hope I have added sorne meaningful input to the FRCC herring consultations. I look forward to
leadins your report on developing a sfuategic approach to the *ustui*bb management ofthe
herring stocks in Atlantic Canada. I rnust exprcss som€ concem ttrat the exercise ..the long term
sustainability of hening and mackerelo' not be lost. I point out the financial contributions of the
maritime provinces atrd the time and effort of all those involved, Too often processes are created
and then left incorrrplete while another process is created.

Thank you again for corning to our province for consultations.

Sincerely,

Mfl,/ /*t'*/
AllanV. Campbell
Minister


